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Passages from the Letter of the Rev.   W.  Willis,
Missionary at Oawnpore.

<e I first came to Oawnpore as catechist in October
1855. The mission was then under the care of the
Rev. Messrs Sells and Haycock, assisted by Catechist
H. E. Oockey. District-preaching was being steadily
persevered in, though little outward fruit appeared.
When the weather was too oppressive, out-door work
,was necessarily limited to places in the immediate
vicinity of the station. Throughout the year, how-
ever, the school was open to all of good character who
wished to come. Those who attended were chiefly
Hindoos of the surrounding villages, with a sprinkling
of Christian boys resident on the premises.. The num-
ber of names on the rolls seldom fell under a hundred.
Parents and children all seemed eager to avail them-
selves of the opportunities of improvement afforded
them. The Bible was a constant class-book, and
Christian works were freely used; yet there was no
murmuring, no apprehension, apparently, on the part
of the heathen. Mohammedans, it is trie, were scarcely
seen in school; and no wonder, when one considers the
bitter contempt for Christianity which Mohammed's
false philosophy of religion instils into its votaries,
Many of my former pupils have come gladly to see me
since my return. They tell me they were persecuted
by the lawless mob simply on account of their being
acquainted with English, and because they hud attended
an English school,